Statement on Flash Flood Preparedness Tips
Trimble County Emergency Management

Trimble County Emergency Management emphasizes the importance of preparedness to protect lives
and property during flash floods, one of the most dangerous and rapidly developing natural disasters.
Being informed and prepared can make a significant difference in ensuring safety.
Before a Flash Flood:
1. Know Your Risk:
o Identify if you live in a flood-prone area by reviewing local flood maps.
o Beaware of nearby rivers, streams, and drainage areas that could overflow.
2. Stay Informed:
o  Sign up for weather alerts and warnings through trusted sources.
o Monitor local radio, TV, and weather apps for updates.
3. Prepare an Emergency Kit:
o Include water, non-perishable food, a flashlight, batteries, a first aid kit, medications, important
documents, and a phone charger.
4. Create a Family Plan:
o Establish evacuation routes and meeting points.
o Practice moving to higher ground quickly and safely.
5. Protect Your Home:
o Elevate utilities like water heaters and electrical panels if you’re in a high-risk area.
o Use sandbags or other barriers to redirect water away from your property.
During a Flash Flood:
1. Act Quickly:
o If aflash flood warning is issued, move to higher ground immediately.
o Avoid walking or driving through floodwaters. Just 6 inches of moving water can knock you down,
and 12 inches can carry away most vehicles.
2.  Turn Around, Don’t Drown:
o Never attempt to cross flooded roads or bridges, as water depth and current speed can be
deceptive.
3. Stay Informed:
o Keep tuned to emergency broadcasts for evacuation orders and safety updates.
4. Help Others If Possible:
o Check on neighbors, especially the elderly or those with disabilities, to ensure they can evacuate
safely.
After a Flash Flood:
1. Return Cautiously:
o  Wait for authorities to declare the area safe before returning.
o Avoid downed power lines and damaged roads.
2. Inspect Your Home:
o Check for structural damage, gas leaks, and electrical issues.
o Document damages with photos for insurance purposes.
3. Clean Safely:
o Wear protective clothing when cleaning debris or handling floodwater, which may contain
contaminants.
4. Seek Assistance:
o Contact local authorities or disaster relief organizations for support if needed.
Trimble County Emergency Management is dedicated to enhancing community resilience against natural
disasters. For more information and resources on flash flood preparedness, please visit our website or
contact our office. Together, we can ensure the safety and well-being of our community.
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