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Statement on Weather Warning Sirens and Weather Radios 

Trimble County Emergency Management 
Trimble County Emergency Management reminds all residents of the importance of being prepared for 

tornadoes and severe weather. These events can occur with little warning, but preparation and 

knowledge of safety protocols can save lives. 

Before Severe Weather: 
1. Stay Informed: 

o Sign up for emergency alerts through local systems and weather apps. 

o Monitor NOAA weather radios for real-time updates. 

2. Identify Safe Locations: 

o Know the safest place in your home or building, such as a basement or an interior room on the 

lowest floor, away from windows and exterior walls. 

o If in a mobile home, plan to move to a sturdy building or designated storm shelter before the 

storm hits. 

3. Prepare an Emergency Kit: 

o Include water, non-perishable food, a flashlight, extra batteries, a whistle, a first aid kit, 

medications, and important documents. 

4. Create a Family Plan: 

o Ensure all household members know where to go during severe weather. 

o Establish a communication plan to connect if separated. 

5. Secure Your Property: 

o Trim trees and secure outdoor furniture and objects that could become projectiles during strong 

winds. 

During Severe Weather or a Tornado Warning: 
1. Act Quickly: 

o Seek shelter immediately if a tornado warning is issued or if you see signs of a tornado (dark, 

greenish skies, a rotating funnel cloud, or a loud roaring sound). 

2. Follow the "DCH Rule" (Drop, Cover, Hold On): 

o Drop to your knees. 

o Cover your head and neck with your arms or a sturdy object. 

o Hold on until the threat passes. 

3. Avoid Dangerous Areas: 

o Stay away from windows, doors, and exterior walls. 

o Do not take shelter under highway overpasses, as winds can accelerate in these locations. 

4. If Outdoors or in a Vehicle: 

o Move to the lowest level of a sturdy building if possible. 

o If no shelter is available, lie flat in a low-lying area, covering your head and neck with your hands. 

After Severe Weather: 
1. Remain Cautious: 

o Watch out for hazards such as downed power lines, gas leaks, and sharp debris. 

o Avoid entering damaged buildings until they are declared safe. 

2. Check on Others: 

o Ensure family, neighbors, and pets are safe. 

3. Report Damage: 

o Notify local authorities of any injuries or structural damage. 

4. Document Losses: 

o Take photos of damage for insurance claims. 

Trimble County Emergency Management is committed to fostering a well-prepared and resilient 

community. For more resources and tips on tornado and severe weather preparedness, visit our website 

or contact our office. Together, we can weather any storm safely. 


