Statement on Weather Warning Sirens and Weather Radios
Trimble County Emergency Management

Trimble County Emergency Management encourages all residents to utilize weather warning systems,
including outdoor warning sirens and NOAA weather radios, to stay informed and prepared during
severe weather events. Each tool plays a crucial role in providing timely alerts and ensuring the safety of
our community.
Outdoor Weather Warning Sirens:
1. Purpose:
o Sirens are designed to alert people outdoors to seek shelter immediately due to imminent
weather threats, such as tornadoes or severe thunderstorms.
2. When Sirens Are Activated:
o Atornado warning has been issued for the area.
o Severe weather with the potential to cause significant harm is approaching.
3. Limitations:
o Sirens are not intended to be heard indoors.
o Sirens do not provide specific information about the nature of the threat.
4. What to Do When You Hear a Siren:
o Immediately seek shelter in a safe location, such as a basement or an interior room away from
windows.
o Tunein to a trusted source, such as a NOAA weather radio or local media, for detailed
information.
NOAA Weather Radios:
1. Importance of Weather Radios:
o NOAA weather radios are reliable tools for receiving real-time weather alerts directly from the
National Weather Service.
o Radios work 24/7, even when other communication systems fail, and provide critical warnings for
a variety of hazards, including severe storms, tornadoes, flash floods, and more.
2. Features to Look For:
o Ensure the radio has Specific Area Message Encoding (SAME) technology to program alerts
specific to Trimble County.
o Choose a model with battery backup for uninterrupted operation during power outages.
3. Howto Use:
o Keep the weather radio in a central location in your home and ensure it is always turned on.
o Program your device to receive alerts for Trimble County and surrounding areas.
Why Use Both Systems?
Outdoor warning sirens and weather radios complement each other, offering layered protection:
e Sirens are critical for those who are outdoors and may not have access to other alert systems.
e Weather radios provide detailed and continuous updates, ensuring you remain informed about
the specific threat and recommended actions.
Additional Tips:
e Sign up for local emergency alerts via text or email.
e Maintain a charged mobile device with weather alert apps as an extra layer of notification.
e Regularly test your weather radio and familiarize yourself with its functions.

Trimble County Emergency Management is committed to equipping our community with the knowledge

and resources needed to stay safe during severe weather. For more information about weather warning
systems or assistance programming your weather radio, please contact our office.
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